

ADOPTED 9/9/14


Introduced by Council Member Gulliford: 

RESOLUTION 2014-565-A
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING AND URGING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO EXPLORE ANY AVAILABLE STATE OR FEDERAL FUNDING OPTIONS TO ASSIST THE CITY IN CONSTRUCTING AND OFFERING ULTRA-HIGH SPEED FIBER OPTIC INTERNET SERVICE VIA A CITY-OWNED ISP IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in a post-industrial, knowledge-based world economy, access to ultra-high speed Internet service at an affordable price is one of the fundamental building blocks of future economic success, every bit as important as access to rivers and railroads in the 18th and 19th centuries and to highways, airports, and reliable telephone and electrical service in the 20th century; and


WHEREAS, currently in most of the United States the provision of Internet access is controlled by a handful of private companies that hold complete- or near-monopolies over the service and that have little competition or incentive to provide anything more than very basic service in most areas (or none at all in some more economically distressed areas), as a result of which the United States has some of the slowest Internet service to homes and businesses of any country in the developed world and pays relatively high prices for that comparatively inferior service; and


WHEREAS, several American cities have begun to take action to secure their economic futures by installing city-owned ultra-high speed fiber optic Internet systems and operating them as public utilities; and 


WHEREAS, Chattanooga, Tennessee is well known as one of the pioneers of this practice, and that city financed nearly a third of the cost of the construction of its 1 gigabyte fiber optic Internet system with a grant from the federal government; and

WHEREAS, publicly owned ISPs, as in Gainesville and Palm Coast in Florida, have shown that local governments can invest in fiber networks to improve Internet access for local businesses and residents; and 
WHEREAS, the Martin County, Florida high-speed network has shown that a local government can dramatically lower its costs of provisioning Internet access to anchor institutions such as public safety, schools, and others by building their own fiber network; and


WHEREAS, Jacksonville ought to seriously consider the possibility of operating its own ultra-high speed Internet system to benefit the public, increase competition in telecommunications services, spur economic development, and ensure its future economic competitiveness; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council hereby requests and urges Mayor Brown and his administration to explore potential state and federal funding sources that may be available to assist in the installation of a public ultra-high speed ISP, and to report its findings to the Council on or before February 1, 2015.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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